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Chapter 8 One Year After
By the end of 1969, I had run out of money and was back at home in Eugene, 
Oregon.  There were no jobs so I enrolled at the University of Oregon in the 
Computer Science department to work on a second Masters degree and to be close 
to the University’s Career Placement Offi ce.  
The situation in Turkey had continued to deteriorate.  Taylan Özgür, my reluctant 
Calculus student, became one of the fi rst martyrs in the fi ghting between the 
right and the left that lead up to the March 12, 1971, military takeover of the 
Turkish government.  He was shot and killed on September 23, 1969, during a 
demonstration in Beyazıt Square, called by İstanbul University’s student union.  
The following letters tell the Peace Corps Turkey story:
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I redacted the PCV names above and deleted the body of the 
interview below leaving only the title.
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